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BIOMETRIC Resi-
dence Permit (BRP)
is a card, the size of
credit card, with various in-
formation relating to your im-

migration. See above photo.
It canbe noted that your BRP will
show:
* your name, date and place of
birth
* your fingerprints and your pho-
to
+ your immigration status and
any conditions of your stay
» whether you can access public
funds, for example benefits and
health services

The Home Office provides a
useful description of its use:
“A biometric residence permit
(BRP) can be used to confirm your:
* identity
* right to study
* right to any public services or
benefits you re entitled to
You cannot use your BRP to
confirm your right to work or rent.
You’ll need to prove your right to
work online or prove your right to
rent online instead.”

The Home Office goes on to say
that a BRP will be issued if you:
“apply to come to the UK for
longer than 6 months
* extend your visa to longer than
6 months
apply to settle in the UK
transfer your visa to a new
passport
* apply for certain Home Office
travel documents”

Given the purpose of a BRP, it
is important to know the process for
obtaining a BRP. This differs de-
pending on whether you are apply-
ing from outside or within the UK.

Applying for a BRP from
abroad

Once your application for entry
visa (also referred to as vignette)
into the UK is granted, and it is one
that is for more than six months (so
not a visit visa), your vignette is
stamped on your passport. This is
usually for no more than one month.
You must enter the UK within the
validity of your visa.

When you collect your passport
back or receive this by courier this
will be accompanied by a letter stat-
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ing the address of the Post Office
where you will collect your BRP.
If you have been granted a Skilled
Worker Visa (previously Tier 2
or Work Permit) or you are enter-
ing the UK to study, you may have
been given an “Alternative Collec-
tion Location (ACL)” code by your
sponsor. This will mean you must
collect your biometric residence
permit from your sponsor.

If you are collecting from the
post office beware that you must
collect your BRP within the 30-day
vignette expiry date or within 10
days of arrival in the UK, whichever
is later. Clearly, not a lot of time is
provided so you should prioritise
your BRPs collection.

Wherever you are collecting
your BRP you must bring your pass-
port as this will be required to prove
your identity. It is also advisable that
you bring your Home Office deci-
sion letter in case this is requested.

Applying for a BRP from
within the UK

If your limited leave is about to
expire, regardless of whether you are
applying for indefinite leave to remain
(also known as settlement), or simply
seeking to further extend your visa
you will need to make a further appli-
cation to the Home Office before your
visa expires. In the course of this proc-
ess, you will also be required to enrol
your biometric information.

Once your application for exten-
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sion of your
visa is grant-
ed, you will
receive your
BRP. This
will be posted
to you or your
legal  repre-
sentative.

BRP ex-
piry on 31
December
2024

If you have
recently been
granted extension of your visa of a
further 2.5 years or Indefinite Leave to
Remain (ILR) you will have noticed
that your BRP card has an expiry date
of 31 December 2024, clearly short of
the visa you have been granted. This
is not a mistake but part of changes
the Home Office will be implement-
ing on the 1% of January 2025.

The first thing to remember is
that the actual length of your visa
will be noted on the Home Office’s
letter granting your further visa. It
is important that you keep this safe,
and I would recommend taking a
photo of this and your BRP so that
you have a digital copy of both.

The government’s plan is that all
visa information will be available on-
line after the 31% of December 2024.
Some, me included, have expressed
scepticism about the practicality of
this plan given the already difficult
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What is a Blometric
Residence Permit (BRP)?

process travellers face when they do
not have their BRP when travelling
back to the UK. My experience is that
whilst the information may be readily
accessible once you are before an im-
migration officer in the UK, you need
to travel beforehand. Airline staff are
required to ensure that passengers
must have valid leave to enter the UK,
and this is presently done by your
production of your BRP. Without this
and after the 31% of December 2024,
airline staff will be required to carry
out the relevant immigration check.
On a practical basis, I fear that will
result in delay but more importantly,
it is unclear what security measures
the government will introduce to en-
sure that BRP information is secure.
They have slightly shy of two years
to ensure that a practical, efficient,
and secure system is in place; I hope
they can.

Beware:

* You should not travel without
your BRP. Leaving the UK
without your BRP may not be
an issue but you will likely not
be permitted to board to return
without one.

* Your BRP is no longer good
proof of your right to rent or
work in the UK. For proof you
will need to provide your pro-
spective employer or landlord
with a “share code”, this can
be obtained via the Home Of-
fice website by inputting your

information. Your landlord or
employer will then input this
into the Home Office check-
ing service. That website will
in turn confirm whether you
have the right to work or rent.
Employers and landlords are
legally obliged to make these
checks.

* If you lose your BRP you must
report this immediately. This
is done through the Home Of-
fice website (see link below).
Failure to do so can result to a
£1000 fine.
https://www.biometric-resi-
dence-permit.service.gov.uk/
lost-stolen/where?hof-cookie-
check

* You can apply for a replace-
ment BRP for a fee of £154.00.

 If you already have settlement
status in the UK and this is only
endorsed on your passport, I
advise that you still apply for a
BRP especially when travelling
as you may find that many may
view your “stamp” with some
suspicion causing delay to your
travel. l

Disclaimer: This information is
not designed to provide legal or oth-
er advice or create a lawyer-client
relationship. You should not take, or
refrain from taking action based on
its content. Douglass Simon accept
no responsibility for any loss or dam-
age that may result from accessing
or reliance on content of this Article
and disclaim, to the fullest extent
permitted by applicable law, any and
all liability with respect to acts or
omissions made by clients or readers
on the basis of content of the Article.
You are encouraged to confirm the
information contained herein.
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