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Un l i k e 
most other 
countries, the 
United King-

dom allows its citizens 
to hold dual national-
ity. A person with dual 
citizenship is a citizen 
of two countries at the 
same time. This article 
explores the process for 
someone who is Filipino 
considering to be British 
but wish to retain his/her 
Philippine nationality. 
We will also look at Brit-
ish citizens who may be 
entitled to apply for Phil-
ippine citizenships.

Filipino national 
applying for British 
Citizenship

Once granted settlement sta-
tus (indefinite leave to remain) in 
the UK you may wish to consider 
applying for British citizenship. 
This is done through a process 
called “naturalisation”. The con-
ditions are generally:
	 •	 be over 18  
	 •	 prove you were in the UK 

exactly 5 years* before 
the day the Home Office 
receives your application 

	 •	 prove your knowledge of 
English, Welsh or Scottish 
Gaelic

	 •	 have passed the life in the 
UK test

	 •	 intend to continue living 
in the UK

	 •	 be of good character
(*there are different time re-

quirements if you are married 
to a British citizen and there are 
additional conditions regarding 
absences from the UK) 

The final step in the process 
is taking your oath of allegiance. 
Once naturalised, you are Brit-
ish, and you may then apply for 
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Disclaimer: This informa-
tion is not designed to provide 
legal or other advice or create 
a lawyer-client relationship. 
You should not take, or refrain 
from taking action based on its 
content. Douglass Simon accept 
no responsibility for any loss or 
damage that may result from ac-
cessing or reliance on content of 
this Article and disclaim, to the 
fullest extent permitted by ap-
plicable law, any and all liability 
with respect to acts or omissions 
made by clients or readers on 
the basis of content of the Arti-
cle. You are encouraged to con-
firm the information contained 
herein. 

Becoming 
British and Dual 
Citizenship

a British passport. 
For Filipinos a very common 

concern is whether they lose 
their Philippine citizenship upon 
acquisition of British citizen-
ship. This was true until 2003, 
but the good news is that this is 
no longer the case.

The Republic Act 9225: 
The main change came about 

in 2003 with the introduction of 
the Citizenship Retention and 
Re-acquisition Act. 

“RA 9225, otherwise known 
as the Citizenship Retention and 
Re-acquisition Act of 2003, de-
clares that natural born Filipinos 
who were naturalized in other 
countries could reacquire or re-
tain their Philippine citizenship 
after undergoing the procedure 
provided for under the law. RA 
9225 took effect on September 
17, 2003 and is also commonly 
referred to as the Dual Citizen-
ship Act. Philippine citizenship 
is reacquired by taking the Phil-

ippine oath of allegiance before 
a duly authorized Philippine of-
ficial. This does not require one 
to renounce his allegiance to any 
other country.” 

“Natural-born Filipi-
nos who have acquired 
the citizenship of anoth-
er country through natu-
ralization may retain or 
re-acquire their Philip-
pine citizenship, mak-
ing them dual citizens of 
both the Philippines and 
the country where they 
were naturalized.”

(https://cfo.gov.ph/wp-con-
tent/uploads/pdf/2018/DUAL-
CIT-PRIMER-FINAL.pdf)

The above means that a Fili-
pino citizen who is regarded 
“natural born” and who has suc-
cessfully applied for naturalisa-
tion as a British citizen may re-
tain or reacquire their Philippine 
citizenship. 

Who is regarded a 
“natural born” Filipino?

Someone, born to at least one 
Filipino parent, regardless of 
where he was born, is considered 
to be a “natural born” Filipino. 
Many Filipinos in the UK are 
likely to satisfy this requirement 
and will therefore be considered 
“natural born” Filipino.

Process for reacquiring 
or retaining your Philip-
pine citizenship in the UK

The same process applies re-
gardless of whether you are ap-
plying to reacquire (pre-2003) 
or retain your Philippine citi-
zenship. You must submit your 
petition (application) to the 
Philippine Embassy along with 
documents such as your Philip-
pine Birth Certificate (if born 
in the Philippines) or Report of 
Birth (if born abroad). Similar to 
a British naturalisation applica-
tion, you will be required by the 
Embassy to undertake the Oath 
of Allegiance. Once you com-
plete the process you may then 
take the next and final step – ob-
tain a Philippine passport. 

Do I need to inform 
the Philippine before 
you apply for British 
citizenship?

No, in fact the process of re-
taining your Philippine citizen-
ship can only happen after you 
have become British. 

Do I need a new 
Philippine passport 
after retaining your 
Philippine citizenship?

Yes, you do because your 
Philippine passport is no longer 
valid once you become a natural-
ised British Citizen. It does not 
matter if your “old passport” has 
not yet expired.

Can children born in 
the UK to a Filipino 
parent apply for dual 
citizenship?

A child born to a parent with 
Philippine citizenship is regard-
ed a natural born Filipino. This 
means you can also apply for 
dual citizenship for your child, 
who already holds British citi-
zenship, provided you can prove 
that you had Philippine citizen-
ship when he was born. It fol-
lows that he will also be entitled 
to a Philippine passport. n


